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A Rare “Pearl”

Little is known about 17th century Dutch painter
Johannes Vermeer, or of the identity of The Girl
with a Pearl Earring, the subject of his 1665 master-
work of the same name.

Vermeer's portrait shows a porcelain skinned young
woman cast against a solid black background, as

she glances toward us over her left shoulder. She

could be a relative, neighbor, or friend to Vermeer.

Top Media Honors
from NYSARC

Fourteen-year-old Ben Brauen, a student at Autistic
Services Inc. of Williamsville, New York, recently re-
Vermeer’s original painting, imagined the classic work on a giant 4-foot canvas.
In his interpretation, which became the centerpiece
of a month-long exhibition at the Albright Knox Art
Hilltop is Now Gallery in Buffalo, Ben recasts the subject as an African American beauty, positioned
SQF Certified! amid a celebration of primary and secondary colors.

Arc Events 4&5

The Girl with a Pearl Earring

In its modest way, Ben's painting has become as intriguing as Vermeer's original—
a rare work of art that satisfies aesthetically while sparking lively dialog about its
subject and artist. “It looks a lot like my grandmother when she was younger,” says
(continued) Ben's mother, Stephanie. “Ben's maternal great-
grandmother's heritage is with Bahamian slaves
who ended up with the Seminoles in Florida, and
the Blackfeet Native American tribe. Ben may have
internalized the stories she's told of her heritage,
and this came out in the painting. Ben is very intelli-
The Arc gent and very close to his great grandmother, even
though he has limited verbal skills.”

A Rare “Pearl”

of Livingston-Wyoming

Diagnosed with Autism at a young age, Ben attends
school at Autistic Services five days a week. “The
philosophy of the art program and the agency as a
whole is to celebrate what's there, not to ‘fix’ some-

empowers people of all ages

to experience the joys Ben Brauen's interpretation thing,” says Autistic Services Teaching Artist Dana
of Vermeer’s painting Ranke, Ben's art teacher. “The most meaningful part
and challenges Oflife is that Ben is engaged in an art-making process he
has chosen, and that he is at peace while he is drawing and painting. Art is purely
with agrowing sense an outlet for Ben to express his gift.”
. . For his take on The Girl with a Pearl Earring, Ben used an overhead projector to
of personal dignity magnify Vermeer's original onto an oversized canvas, where he penciled a general
outline of the features that served as a foundation for his work, which he would bring
and indepmdence. to life using bright acrylic paints. (story continued on page 8)
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BOARD OF Message from the President,
DI ECUOLIE Cheryl Englert

Greetings to you, our extended Arc family.
Cheryl Englert, President
As we approach this holiday season, | have paused to think

about the message of this season. My family is very thankful
our son, Matt, has a variety of services including Residential,
Board President Day Services and Recreation, delivered by a great Direct Care
Professional staff, backed up by a top-notch Administration.
We are thankful on a daily basis, that he is happy and healthy, along with his many
friends and the whole Arc family.

Cheryl Englert,

Marcy VanZandt,
Vice President

We are thankful we live in @ community and state that has supported these programs,
however, the future doesn't look as easy. As our state works to get its financial house
in order, funding will get tighter and many things we have taken for granted for the
past 20 years may be changed or be eliminated.

Lyle Lehman, Treasurer

Linda Unger, Secretary Now ig the time fgr us to voice our concerng to all of our Iopal and state legislators
to retain the funding that enables us to provide all the services we have worked hard
to initiate and build. | am asking everyone in our extended family to give your voice,
time and money to help protect our Arc.

Diane Armbruster

Lynch Named KidStart Director

David Breen, M.D. Christopher Lynch, of Geneseo, has accepted the position of
KidStart Director, effective January 2012. Mr. Lynch will succeed
current KidStart Director Margaret Harrington, who plans to
retire from The Arc in August 2012.

Elizabeth Hall Mr. Lynch brings 15 years of leadership experience as a Primary
School Principal, at the Dansville and Livonia Primary Schools.
He has also held positions as Teacher, Counselor and Director of
Pupil Personnel Services throughout a career in education that
spans 35 years. His professional affiliations include the Assoc-
iation for Supervision and Curriculum Development and School
Administrators Association of New York State.

Chris Lynch

John Haugh

Most recently, Mr. Lynch managed KidStart's Opening Doors campaign, which has

already raised more than $400,000.
Ken Hubacher

And the Winner is...

Photographer Robert Oswald was honored by The Arc
of Livingston-Wyoming's state organization for Best
Photograph of 2011 in NYSARC's prestigious Quill
Awards. The winning photograph, “Kids Cutting Ribbon,”
Eric S. Parker appeared in the Spring 2011 edition of The Parchment.

Mr. Oswald accepted the award on Friday, October
14th at NYSARC's annual convention in Albany.

Linda Leblond

Robert Oswald’s o .
photo took first place in The Arc of Livingston Wyoming also earned an award

the NYSARC Quill Awards in the Best Editorial category for Lorraine Sturm’s
editorial in the April 7, 2011 issue of The Perry Herald.

Kenneth Reimels
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Comments from the
Executive Director

Significant changes have affected us during the past year:

a combination of funding cuts prompted by a $10 billion NYS
deficit gap and the state's decision to restructure Medicaid
funding from the federal government.

Since October 2010, our chapter’s annual cuts amounted
ENOIBIESGIM  to nearly $1 million, with most reductions occurring in the
Residential Program. Although measures were taken to react
to the cuts, Arc staff continued to provide safe and needed services to people. This
was not an easy task and they deserve recognition for their support and suggestions.

Chris Peterson,

More information on the Medicaid restructure, or “1115 Waiver,” can be found

at the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) website at
www.opwdd.ny.gov/507plan/images/waiver_507_comprehensive_plan.pdf. The
1115 Waiver's primary objective is to preserve $1.7 billion in federal funding the
state uses to support community programs like The Arc’s. Programs such as the
Demonstration Project, The Arc’s 5-year transition to newer services project, have
been slated for NYS approval by April 1, 2012, however we'll be anxiously awaiting
to hear more about this as time unfolds. | encourage you to provide me with any
feedback or questions on this matter to assist you through these transitionary times.

Foundation News!

On August 24th, over 280 people came
together to enjoy a warm summer night full

of a variety of mouth-watering gourmet foods,
wine tasting, and entertainment at the 9th
Annual Divine Delights event, held at the
Breezy Hill Party House in Warsaw. This
year's event was presented by Five Star Bank
with proceeds benefiting both Angel Action of
Community Action for Wyoming County and
The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming. M&T Bank
was also a prominent sponsor of the event. The evening was filled with delicious
samples from over 20 generous restaurants and caterers, along with free wine and
beer tasting and many great items to win. Volunteers and participants raised $10K
for The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming Foundation. Plans for next year’s event, to be
held on Wednesday, August 22, 2012, are underway, so be sure to save the date!

A glimpse of our unique
“sneaker” award at the annual

Ramon Rocha 5K Run/Walk

On October 1st, the annual Ramon Rocha 5K Run/Walk in Geneseo, part of the
“Geneseo Trio” of races, raised $7K for The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming Foundation.
Over 220 runners and walkers enjoyed the scenic route and music by The Burn
Brothers Band along with food, drink, awards and prizes. Volunteers, including
representatives from Geneseo Kiwanis, The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming, and Circle
K and key event sponsors; KeyBank, Relph Benefit Advisors, Alden Pharmacy, Inc.,
Once Again Nut Butter Collective, Inc., MVP Health Care, GioVanna's Pizza & Pasta
and the Rocha Family helped make the event a big success. Special recognition
was given to participants of all three races with a “Trio” glass along with awards.
Visit www.lwarc.org for more information and pictures from the event. Next year’s
Ramon Rocha 5K Run/Walk is slated to be part of the Geneseo Trio again and will
be held on the first Saturday in October 2012. Ready, Set, Go!

LEARN MORE AT

PROGRAMS
& SERVICES

Service Coordination

Hilltop Industries

Residential Services

Family Support Services

Recreation

Clinical Services

Transportation Services

Day Care

Day Habilitation

Residential Habilitation

Early Intervention
& Pre-School Services
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Livingston County Head Start

Do you like the quality of this publication?

The Parchment is printed by the Graphics

Department at Hilltop Industries.

To find out how you can have this same
quality product, call David Coon at (585)

658-3311 or e-mail him at dcoon@lwarc.ory.

WWW.LWARC.ORG
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2011 Ramon Rocha 5K Run/Walk

Silver Partners
KeyBank
Relph Benefit Advisors

Consumer Team Partners
Alden Pharmacy, Inc.
MVP Health Care

Lunch Partner
GioVanna's Pizza & Pasta
Bronze Partners
American Pallet Company
Andrea P. Rocha

Once Again Nut Butter
Collective, Inc.

Genesee Valley Federal Credit Union

Kiwanis Club of Geneseo, Inc.

Sign Partners
Five Star Bank
(Geneseo Branch)
Geneseo Rotary Club, Inc.
Lattimore Physical
Therapy & Sports
Rehabilitation Network
Bag Partners
Crystal Learn's Day Care
Katherine Thomas

Lyle and Margaret Lehman

Rector-Hicks Funeral Home

The Rocha Family

Xerox Center for Multi-
cultural Education & SUNY
Geneseo School of Education

M&R Automotive Service, LLC

Modern Home
The Rocha Family

Partners
Abbey of the Genesee
Alphonse's Sports
& Designs (ASD)
Bank Street Café & Grill
Barilla America, Inc.
Body and Face by Kristin
The Burn Brothers Band
Buzzo Music Ltd., The Big B
Canyon Falls Gift Shop
& Creamery
Casa Larga Vineyards
& Winery
Circle K
Connie & Shawn Almeter
Doris A. Rocha
Genesee Valley Educational
Partnership
Geneseo Farmers' Market
Gladys Reeves.
Image Empire Salon Inc.

Jane's Pantry

Joyce Wechsler

North Street Studios

Not Dot Shop

Nunda Mustard

Once Again Nut Butter
Collective, Inc.

Papa Jay's

Questa Lasagna

Radiance Spa at Sweetbriar

Rainy Days Café & Bakery

Rebecca Crocker

Richard & Linda Hatheway

Staples Business Advantage

Tony's Pizzeria

Touch of Grayc

University Hots

Vigie Fry

Wegmans Food Markets,
Inc. of Geneseo

9th Annual Divine Delights

Gold Sponsor
Five Star Bank

Restaurants/Vendors

Amber Lantern

Angel Action

Breezy Hill Party House

Byrncliff Resort and
Conference Center

Cabot Creamery

Canaan's Butcher Block

Catered Creations Catering

Decisions Catering

DiMartino's Restaurant
and Pizzeria

Glen Iris

Hole in the Wall

T HE

Bronze Sponsor
M&T Bank

LeRoy Country Club
Lorraine's Place
Ranchers Choice
Tasty Temptations
Terry Hills Country Club
Tim Hortons
Valley Inn
Wedding Cakes

by Mary Nevinger
Wegmans
Yard of Ale
Yummies

ARC?’S

Parchment

Michael Richenberg (#286),

was the fastest man,

finishing the Ramon Rocha 5K in 17:54

Missy P. was honored to receive
the WalMart Safety Associate

of the Month Award

Terry Hills Country Club served
up delicious treats at this year's

Divine Delights event in August

FALL

Christa Meyer (#338),
was the fastest female,
finishing the Ramon Rocha 5K in 19:06

Carl Barnhardt (pictured with Kellie Kennedy)
received recognition as our agency's nominee
for NYSID's William B. Joslin Award

Tim McCallum “manned” the bar

at the 2011 Divine Delights

2011 ISSUE




Frank B. sells lemonade

at Hilltop to support
The Muscular Dystrophy Association

Carlene K. and Jim M. pose
for the camera during the

2011 Hilltop Summer Picnic festivities

Casey V. and Kayla O. proudly display
their medals from the horse trial

competition for Special Olympics

LEARN MORE AT WWW,.

The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming

was well represented during
the 2011 Pike Fair parade

Patricia T. and Kim F.
had a great time at the
2011 Hilltop Summer Picnic

Kara W. is all smiles

at the Special Olympic horse trials
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9th Annual Divine Delights (cont.)

Wineries/Brewery
Arbor Hill Winery
Deer Run Winery

The F.X. Matt Brewing Company

Walk of Fame Sponsors
Attica Auto & Hardware
Candace R. Hale, EA
Eaton-Watson

Funeral Home, LLC
Edelrock
Envision Salon & Spa
Kathy Craigmile

d y's Trophies

Lakeside Marine, LLC
Lawley Insurance,

Paul Monachino

Topiary Decorators
Ash-Lin's Elegant Rose
Florist & Gift Shop
Attica Garden Club
Bush Hill Florist
Castile United Church
of Christ Women's
Fellowship
Charlotte Wolcott
Dogwood Floral Company
Floral Affair

Donators

Adventure Calls Outfitters, Inc.

e Tamrowski
Agricultural Community
The Arc of Livingston-

Wyoming
The Arc of Livi
Wyoming En:
P am
Archie's Sports Shop, Inc.
Athletica
Attica Garden Club
Attica NAPA
Bahama Bay Salon & Spa
The Bank of Castile/
Tompkins Insurance Co.
(Gainesville Branch)
Bea's Dolls & Collectibles
Beauty and Beyond
Beaver Hollow Conference
Center
Beth Ann Hooker
Bird Haven Christmas
Tree Farm
Burlingham Books
Carlson's Studio
Carquest
Casa Larga Vineyards
& Winery
Castile Agway Service
CH Wright Distributing
Charcoal Corral
Conroy Motor Corporation
Cornell Cooperative

Extension, Wyoming County

Country Hill Gift Shop

ide Fabrics & Quilts
Curiosity Shoppe
Dale Valley Die Cast
Darien Lake Theme Park
& Resort

LWARC.OR

Lillenstein & Pfeiffer
Attorneys At Law
Marcy Electric LLC
Morton Salt
Mucher's Rental
Noblehurst Farms, Inc.
Steuben Trust Company
The Stage WNY
Performance Center, Inc.
Warren's Carpet Cleaning, Inc.
Wave Lengths Salon

Genesee Valley Florists

Jan Wiseley

Laurie DeFazio

Lutie Batt

Maggie Putman

Marcy VanZandt

Perry Garden Club
Backer

Warsaw Garden Club

Deb Wingate, Watkins
Products Distributor
DeSign Art
Designs by Tina
Elitsac Lumber
& Rental Center
Embers
Escape to Paradise
Excellus Kard Desi;
Geneseo Theatre
Genesis Salon
Glosser Farms
Glow YWCA
Hans Kunze
Hans Moeller Jewelers
Healing Hands Massage
Heart of Franklinville
Heidi Wiseley
Hemlock Hill
The Hitchin Post
Imagine Moore Winery
Interior Designs by
Java Farm Supply
Jazzy Creations
Jeff & Linda Thomas
John & Ann Heizmann
Karrie's Shear Design
Kathie Uptegrove
Kathleen Conte
Kelly Ashcraft
Kim Hopkins
Lamb & Webster
Lehman Lodge,
Samara Partners
Leisure's
Lisa McCormick
LuAnn Holtz
Maggie's Nest at High
Valley Farm
McDonald's of Warsaw
Michael Erickson

3
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9th Annual Divine Delights (cont.)

Monica's Pies
Montgomery Shoe Store
Montgomery's Building
Supplies
Nails by Denise TOPS Friendly Markets
Open Seniors, The Arc  of Warsaw
of Livingston-Wyoming Triple Creek Golf Club
Pat Standish Valley Computer Solutions
Paul J. McCormick VanSlyke's Farm
Perry Market Place WalMart of Warsaw
Plants and Stuff Warsaw Big M
Polished Spa & Boutique Wendy Mallaber
Ranchers Choice Wolcott Farms 4 Seasons
Reisdorf Brothers, Inc. of Fun
Rochester Philharmonic Wyoming County
Orchestra (RPO) Bicentennial Singers
Salvatore's Grand Hotel Wyoming County
Sam & M e Monachino Democratic Committee
Sandy Tyler Wyoming Inn
Scott Petron, XCEL Wireless
of Scott's Rockin' Zeches Appliance
Sears and Furniture Store
Serenity Springs Massage

Sharon Ricotta
Sinclair Pharmacy
Tantalo Photography-Fi

A Special Thanks to...

Bill Wilkerson & Warsaw Fire Department

Brian & Rachel Heywood, Breezy Hill Party House
Charlotte Wolcott

Committee Members

Committee Volunteers

Hilltop Industries

dra Johnston, Dairy Princess & Court

Mike Gburek, DDS
Crocker
Warsaw Boy Scouts - Troop #4033
Warsaw Dry Cleaners
Wyoming County Community Health System

Save the Date

Saturday,
December 10
The Arc’s annual
Breakfast with
Santa Event will
take place at the
Geneseo United
Methodist Church,
Geneseo. This
FREE community event is available to all
children (ages 0-12) from 8:30 to10 am,
and young adults from 10:30 am to12 pm.
A delicious breakfast buffet is served along
with caroling/music, crafts, balloon animals,
face painting and a very special visit from
Santa and his elves! Call 585-658-2828 ext
108 or 133 to reserve your seat(s) today
and/or any questions. Donations of canned
goods are graciously accepted at the door.

Mr. Claus brought joy
to the kids during
Breakfast with Santa 2010

The Sweet Life

After 55 years as the area's most recog-
nized and celebrated newspaper carrier,
Mark Saunders turned in his delivery bike
for a shot at the sweet life. Mark can now
be found packaging cookies four days

a week at Hilltop Industries, The Arc's
vocational rehabilitation division.

‘I like it,” says Mr. Saunders, who cele-
brated his 72nd birthday in August, about
his late-in-life career change. "The people
are good, and so is the money."

Saunders is among three dozen Hilltop
employees who package cookies for
Original Gourmet Food Company, one

of Hilltop's largest customers. In 2010,
Hilltop packaged over 1.5 million cookies
for the Salem, New Hampshire based
confectionery giant. Chocolate chip and
other cookies arrive at Hilltop individually wrapped. Mark and his co-workers prepare
them for in-store display by placing each cookie into a metal tin with a decorative
seasonal design for Christmas, Halloween, Valentine's Day, or Easter. The tins are
then shrink-wrapped, and shipped nationwide for display at retail stores. Mr. Saunders
estimates that he prepares about 195 cookie tins in an average 6-hour workday.

Mark Saunders proudly

displays his cookie work

Mark currently works at Hilltop's Mount Morris, New York workshop, in a clean-room
environment mandated as part of Hilltop's SQF 2000 - Level 3 Certification by the
Safe Quality Food Institute (SQFI). Hilltop’s recent elite certification for secondary
packaging of food will allow Hilltop to carry out work for Target Corporation, as an
approved supplier. Internationally recognized as the most stringent and highest level
of certification, it also paves the way for Hilltop to gain certified supplier status from
other retailers that operate under an SQF mandate, such as WalMart.

Mr. Saunders has led anything but a cookie-cutter life. But those who know him are
quick to point out that sweetness is his specialty, which makes him a perfect fit for
his new vocation. “He is great for the job because he gets along well with everyone,
and because he is used to following a daily routine from his years of newspaper
delivery,” says Hilltop Case Manager Lisa Beals, who has known Mr. Saunders since
she was a child.

At age 15, he began delivering newspapers, first for the Times Union and later for
the Batavia Daily News. For five consecutive decades, Mark delivered papers to
customers throughout his hometown of Perry, New York in the baskets of his trusty
bike, NellyBelle, named for Roy Rogers’ sidekick Pat Brady’s jeep. Struggling with
arthritis, Saunders retired from the newspaper business in 2010 and connected with
The Arc shortly after an iliness forced his mother to move from their family home to
East Side Nursing Home in nearby Warsaw, where he visits her weekly.

Since June of 2010, Saunders has lived with five other residents at the Hope IRA,
an Arc-operated residence located in Retsof, New York. When he's not working, Mark
enjoys making crafts, playing golf, and spending time with his nieces and nephews.
He is an honorary member of the Perry Fire Department, and attends Perry Baptist
Church. He's also not one to leave his passion for the sweet life at the office. “I'm a
cook, too,” Saunders says, with his trademark smile. “I just made some really good
homemade cookies.”
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Capital Campaign Contributors

The Arc’s Opening Doors campaign to raise $800,000 to help finance the construction of the new KidStart school in Groveland is off to
a great start, thanks to the generosity of many local businesses and individuals. To date the campaign has raised slightly over $400,000.
Gifts at all levels are graciously accepted, and donations are tax-deductible. Like so many who have already given, with your support
The Arc can open critical doors of learning and growth for future KidStart generations.

To give to the Opening Doors capital campaign, visit www.lwarc.org or make checks payable to The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming, Attn:
Opening Doors, 18 Main Street, Mt. Morris, NY 14510.

Advocates Coming Together (A.C.T.)
Cynthia Abbott
(In Honor of Alyssa Lynn Abbott)
Connie Almeter
Robert & Agnes Annis
The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming
Foundation
Arc Transportation Team
Arkema, Inc.
Bob and Diane Armbruster
Larry Bailey
Dale Bailey
Carol Baughman
Ed & Caryll Beikirch
Karen Bennett
Mike Bernard, Denny's of Geneseo
Denis & Nancy Berwanger
Ron & Linda Beuter
William Black
(In Honor of Bonnie McGoldrick
& Judith Welch)
Craig & Sharon Bolesky
The Bonadio Group
Peter & Donna Bondi
Dr. David Breen
Marilyn Bridge
Donald Brown
(In Memory of Donald Brown
& Douglas Brown)
Bill & Charlotte Brummett
James Brunner
Robert Brydges
Harold Bush
(In Honor of Monica Bush)
Jevon Cassidy
Jeffrey Chapman
Niels Kurt & Barbara Christiansen
Gerald Christman
Dianne Cicero
Victoria Cicero
Carol Cipolla
John Cipolla
David Clute
Jim & Mary Coniglio
Mary Conradt
Jim & Carol Corcoran
Ann Costello
Randy Cox
Dean Crocker
Judy Cup
Paul DeCarolis
Bill & Mary Derby
(In Memory of Margaret Derby)
Daniel Derrenbacher
Peter & Elizabeth Doll
Louise Dolliver
Bruce & Allie Donnan
Stephen & Brenda Donohue
Charles & Sandra Duckworth

LEARN MORE

Arnold & Sharyon Dueppengiesser
Maureen Egeling
(In Honor of Our Boys...)
Kathleen Ellis
Matthew Englert
Fred & Cheryl Englert
Bob & Margie Enright
(In Honor of Jeanne Enright)
Lisa Faulds
Charles Federico
Finger Lakes Wine Trail
Dan Fitzpatrick
Five Star Bank
Corinne Franclemont
Graham & Candace Frazer
Maureen Geiser
Lawrence Goforth
(In Honor of Shannon Macartney)
Bill Gorman
Robert & Gladys Graham
Pamela Grant
Kevin & Cheryl Gray
Sam & Cherie Gullo
Frank & Kathy Gullo
Richard & Elizabeth Hall
Karen Hanley
(In Memory of Gloria Collins Forrester)
Paula Harper
Christa Hartigan
Robert & Fay Haslett
(In Memory of Deb S., Gordon F.
& Lee B.)
Bill Hayes
Andrew & Sarah Heitzman
Myra Herlihy
(In Loving Memory of Brigid Herlihy)
Cindy Hicks
Hilltop Employees
(In Memory of LeeLaine Braziel)
Mary Ann Holden
Jane Holt, Holt Studio
Ken & Kathy Hubacher
Peter Humphrey
Brian & Susan lannaccone
Jackson's Team for KidStart
Katherine Johnson
Amy Johnson
Bob & Carol Johnson
Scott Kamakaris
Virginia Karl
Angela Keaton
Victoria Kellogg
Larry & Kellie Kennedy
Mark & Cynthia Kester
KidStart Parents
King Domino
Kiwanis Club of Mt. Morris
Marcia Koch
Edward & Deborah Koerner
(In Honor of Alyssa Abbott)

AT

Glenn & Clara Kreiley
Peter Krog
Sandra LaMoy
Rene Layland
Nelson Leenhouts
Lyle & Margaret Lehman
Kathy Lennox
David & Sara Levy
Genesis (Bingham) & Kurt Lohrmann
Gail Long
Sally Luther
Chris Lynch
Robert Lynch, Geneseo Migrant Center
Janeene Maltby
(In Memory of Kevin Maltby)
Lisa Marie Hair Salon, Inc.
Kevin & Lei Mark
(In Memory of Sue Obermayer)
Dr. Don & Erin Marozas
John McClurg
William & Janet McDonald
(In Memory of Edy Kay Grodecki)
Mike & Bonnie McGoldrick
Brenda McNulty
Concetta Mensinger and
Linen World Sales
Robert & Betty Minemier
Martin & Theresa Miskell
James Mullin
Elizabeth Newbury
Malcolm & Maureen Newton
Thomas & Shelley O'Brien
Dr. O'Brien & ECED 352 Students,
Spring 2011
Robert & Nancy Olson
Open Roads Seniors,
The Arc of Livingston-Wyoming
Brenda Ortego
Jody Ostrander
James & Shari Pappert
Clarence Parsons
Nancy Pennell
Andrew Penner and Alison DeMarco
James & Lori Peraino
Sue Peraino
Charles & Bertha Peritore
Mary Ellen Pernaselli
(In Memory of Petty Officer 1st Class
Michael Pernaselli, KIA-Irag)
Chris & Penny Peterson
Michael & Lynette Petre
(In Honor of Abigail Stroud)
John Prospero
Ed Rechberger IV
Rector-Hicks Funeral Home
Sherrie Reilly
Dave & Cathy Reinholtz
Robert G. & Deirdre M. Relph, Jr.
Mary Reynolds

Sarah Ricks
John & Jacqueline Robinson
Doris Rocha
Patrick Rountree, Livingston County
Industrial Development Agency
Karen Rumfola
(In Honor of Rylee Rumfola)
Michele Sacco and The Bank of Castile/
Tompkins Insurance Company
Kenneth Sahrle
Steven Sauer
Beverly Scacchetti
(In Memory of Nels Mason)
Joanne Schorr
(In Memory of Joel Schorr)
Michele Shero
Peggy Siebers
David & Lisa Simons
Marilyn Simons (The Simons Family)
Robert Smith
Deborah & Raymond Snyder
Kelly Snyder
Harold & Kathy Stewart
Lynette Struble
Sue Sullivan
Donald & Brenda Taber
Jeff Thomas
Jason M. Thomas Memorial Fund
(In Memory of Jason M. Thomas)
Raymond Thompson
Marjorie Tice
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Toomey
Karen Traczyk
Jen Warner & Deb Tuckerman
John & Linda Unger
Uptown Day Hab, The Arc of
Livingston-Wyoming
Sally Urbonas
VanSlyke's Dairy Farm, LLC
Ed & Marcy VanZandt
Fay Warner
Donna Welton
Melissa Welton
Bobbie Weston
E. G. Wilson
Katherine Wilson Conroy
(In Honor of Lyle Lehman)
Barbara Wischnowski
Heidi Wiseley
James Wolinsky
(In Honor of Emily Wolinsky)
Susan Sims Wood
David & Julie B. Woods
Dennis & Sandra Wright
Jeanne Yencer
(In Memory of Sonny Yencer)
Pasquale Zingaro,
Mt. Morris ltalian Fest




A Rare “Pearl”

(story continued from page 1)

Dana selected Ben's finished painting as the featured piece for the Arts Work for
Autistic Services exhibition at the Albright Knox Art Gallery, which included works
by 16 student artists from the school during its September 1-28 run. Ben's piece
was also used in all advertising for the event.

“I am just so darn proud of him, and remember when he was four,” says The Arc's
Jody Dumbleton, Ben's service coordinator for more than 10 years. “I've had the
opportunity to see him grow and develop, even with sensory and other challenges.
Creating artwork appears to be soothing and calming for Ben, and a powerful
avenue for his self expression.”

As with the original Vermeer work, it might be difficult to pin down Ben's inspiration.
But according to his dad, the piece accomplishes much more than that by providing
meaningful insight into his son's creative abilities. “All | can say is that I've never
seen him create anything before that's quite like it,” says Ben, Sr., whose Arcade,
New York apartment walls are adorned with images of cars and comic book heroes
colored by his son. “Ben loves to color, and he has always had an artistic side, but
the Pearl Earring portrait is the best that I've ever seen him do.”

Ben Brauen creating

his masterpiece at school
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